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Why the Internet is good for the Society
The development and emergence of new technologies like the Internet have changed the way people interact, communicate, and even socialize with each other. People have debated whether the Internet has been beneficial or detrimental to the Society. This question is tricky because the answer does not depend on just looking at the bad and good of the Internet, but rather looking at the multiple factors that influence the Internet's impacts. In this essay, I explain that despite the majority's opinion that the Internet is bad; it has not changed many aspects of our Society in relation to Adam Conover's short video why the Internet is good for Society where he highlights the widespread misconceptions about the things that people take for granted.
It is true that the age of the Internet has changed many aspects of human interpersonal relations and communication. Still, as Adams Conover explains in his video, why the Internet is good for Society, it is human behavior to take everything for granted. In the Video, Adams and his cohost try to understand and highlight the misconceptions that people have held for almost a century since the Internet emerged. The video shows that humans are the same always, and the Internet has not worsened or made things worse from the way they are. In fact, the Internet has only enhanced what we had.
One such misconception is that people no longer read books because the Internet has access to all the information. However, as Adams Conover shows in the video, this is not true because compared to the 1950s, when only 18% of the American population read books, by 2005, the number of people reading books had increased to about 47%. This data is retrieved from a study conducted by The Atlantic in 2012. If this is the case, then why are people continuing to argue about the bad side of the Internet and how the Internet has changed the social life of the users. Well, the answer to this question can be answered from the reading by Wendy Chun, Updating to remain the same: Habitual new media.
Chun explains the controversy in the discussion on whether the Internet is good or bad and whether it plays an important role in humans' changing behavior. Adam's video is in line with Chun's concept of changing internet protocols. According to Chun (2016), even though some aspects of the Internet like the routing protocols, storage, and addressing protocols have changed over the years, internet protocols have remained the same. Chun believes that the gap between how people perceive communication technologies and their habitual operations is based on changing human behaviors.
I agree with both Adams and Chun that the Internet is not the problem, but rather it is our way we interact and use the Internet that makes the results bad. The internet protocols have not changed, but the way we use the Internet has changed (Chun, 2016). Adam Conover further explains that the Internet has only enhanced the human behaviors. For example, people used to read books (hard copy), but the Internet has provided more information and soft copy books online, significantly impacting the way we read. Further, people used to communicate (in-person communication), but the Internet has only furthered the extent to which we can communicate. Today, someone can communicate with a colleague or friend who is on another continent within a fraction of a second through email and other communication platforms.
In other words, it is the existing human behavior that has been translated to online platforms. Therefore, do we need to blame the Internet for the bad things that we do? The answer is no because the vast of the bad things that happen on the Internet are humanly related, whether bad or good. As Chun (2016) explains, the Internet only fosters our habits of using it. It does not change anything that we did not possess before. We can all agree that bad things happen on the Internet like cyberbullying, pornography, and other bad stuff. However, these things don't happen or find themselves on the Internet, but rather they are facilitated by people who have different ambitions and objectives.
In summary, the Internet has obviously changed the way people communicate, socialize, and interact, but this essay has argued that the blame is not on the Internet but rather on the users. Most of the things that happen on the Internet are bad because of the bad people who use the Internet. As such, the Internet has only fostered the behavior that has long existed in us.
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